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Australian Labour parties is evident from previous remarks.
Indeed from the beginning the party in New Zealand has
drawn inspiration and direction from across the Tasman Sea.
Some of its most influential spokesmen have come from the
Australian movement, notably Henry Holland, parliamentary
leader 1919-33, and Michael Savage its first prime minister.
It has sought to exert in a similar way democratic control
over leaders, to enforce in the legislature rigid discipline on
the rank and filer to rely especially upon the trade unions,
to invite aid from the small farmers, and to win as much
support as it can from the humanitarian portion of the middle
class, interested in a more just social order. It has a similar
philosophy of social amelioration, and no less clings to the
tactic of parliamentary gradualism. It also responds to the
nationalist impulses within the community, and like the
party in Australia contends that the national sentiment is
the natural and reliable ally of social reform, since the enlight-
ened nationalist must seek a better New Zealand in the
concrete terms of social improvement and a planned economy.
It leans to policies of fiscal nationalism, tempered by the
consideration that the export trade is crucial to the economic
structure of New Zealand life. On such similarities within
political labour is founded a common and significant element
in the democracy of the two Dominions.

3,
As in Australia the anti-Labour forces represented in the
National party are miscellaneous. They embrace the pros-
perous farmers and urban middle class, including the com-
mercial, financial, and manufacturing interests. The two
potent and uneasy allies of the National party are the
Farmers* Union and the Federation of Manufacturers. Inevi-
tably a political association which seeks to represent such
heterogeneous prejudices has an uncertain solidarity. It
must of necessity explore policy step by step, and test with
singular care the opinion of its potential supporters. Its
platforms commonly lack precision, emphasize merely in